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“I tell people all the time,
we’re better than any team
the city’s ever seen. We’re
going to show it this year.”
Robert Mervin,

UTEP football offensive lineman

Prior to attending UTEP, Mervin attended Hutchinson Community College,
but once Coach Dana Dimel caught eye of him he knew he wanted to have
him on his roster. Photo by Alberto Silva Fernandez/The Prospector

UTEP Miners are extended family for lineman
BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

UTEP football’s ofensive lineman Robert Mervin, known to his
teammates and coaches as “Merv,”
has been playing football since
he was a child. While playing for
UTEP, he has created close friendships with his teammates and has
come to see them as an extended
family.
Mervin is a senior with a degree
in multidisciplinary studies and is
currently on his way to earning a
second degree in criminal justice.
Mervin explained that his inspiration for pursuing a career in criminal justice is the fact that his mom
works as a police ofcer and his dad
works in IT law enforcement.
Mervin has been playing football
since he was 4 years old, getting his
start in a league back in his hometown of Dumfries, Virginia called
Dell City Sports Club. Mervin
mentions his mom was a big part
of the reason he wanted to play
football.

Mervin explains the biggest
achievement he has is one he shares
with his mom where he played
his frst game as a Miner at Boise
State. Mervin’s mom sent him a
picture of him playing in the game,
which made him excited because he
has always wanted to play college
football.
“My mom is the biggest football
fan in the world. She lives, eats,
breathes, and sleeps football, so I
had no choice but to play. It wasn’t
really an option,” Mervin said. “It
was big for her to see her son play
college football because, although
me and my brothers played, I was
the only one to really make it this
far. So, it was just huge for her to
see it and I got to come out and
start the next week against New
Mexico. To me, it‘s big, but it makes
me smile making her smile. Tat‘s
all it really is.”
Prior to playing for the Miners,
Mervin played for Hutchinson
Community College. He explains
that he decided to bring his talents

to UTEP because his old ofensive
lineman coach, UTEP All-American Brian Natkin, told him how
much he loved the city of El Paso.
Natkin informed Mervin that he
was going to love the city and sure
enough, he was right.
“Tis has easily been the greatest decision I‘ve ever made in my
life,” Mervin said. “El Paso is such a
homey city.”
While attending Hutchinson
Community College, Mervin
caught the attention of UTEP football Head Coach Dana Dimel.
“Merv was a guy that is from
Hutch JUCO, which is my alma
mater as well, and I got to go down
and watch him practice in person,”
Dimel said. “I saw that he was
going to be a really talented player
for us. He can play all the positions,
center, guard, and tackle, and that
gives us a lot of versatility and he‘s a
really good athlete for his size.”
Since coming to El Paso, Mervin
has made many friendships with his
teammates, in which he explains

that he knows wherever he travels
he will have someone there to be
with.
Mervin mentions that he gets
along with everyone on the team,
but has developed a close bond
with fellow ofensive lineman
sophomore Justin Mayers. Mervin
explains that Mayers was the frst
person he met when he got to El
Paso and since then, Mayers has
shown him the ropes since he was
here at UTEP prior to Mervin.
“I have a twin brother back home
and we‘ve always been close, so you
know playing football is nothing
more than an extended family,”
Mervin said. “I‘d say Justin is the
one I‘m close to. He‘s defnitely my
best friend on the team.”
During the 2021 season, Mervin
had a signifcant impact on the run
game, paving the way for senior
running back, Ronald Awatt and
sophomore running back Deion
Hankins to average 100 combined
yards per game. Mervin said that
nothing makes him happier than

seeing his family succeed and being
a member of UTEP football means
the world to him.
“Coming out seeing them hit
rushing yard achievements, it‘s
huge,” Mervin said. “I couldn‘t ask
for a better team. Across the board
– the good, the bad, the ups and
the downs – the work we do in the
of season and what not, it means
everything to me. I love this place.”
Outside of football, Mervin has
one hobby that he absolutely loves,
cooking. Mervin explains that
when he was in middle school, he
wanted to go to culinary school.
But, when he watched an episode
of “Chopped” and noticed the
difcult cooking that they do, he
decided to stick with football.
However, Mervin did mention that
his favorite dish to make is macaroni and cheese.
“Te best part about cooking is
you can add your own favor to it,”
Mervin said. “Cooking to me is like
art, like music, painting, plays and
see MERVIN on page 9
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Emily Autumn Velasquez, editor-in-chief

Time to talk NFL football
BY EMILY AUTUMN VELASQUEZ
The Prospector

Afer an ofseason full of major
moves, an exciting draf and a
revealing preseason, the 2022-2023
National Football League season is
sure to be one full of surprises and
compelling games.
Te American Football Conference (AFC) is full of tough
contenders with a lot of big blockbuster trades.
Te AFC North is set to be interesting with all the young quarterbacks in the division. Te Cincinnati Bengals are looking to make
a statement afer losing in Super
Bowl LVI against the Los Angeles
Rams. With quarterback Joe Burrow, wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase
and running back Joe Mixon, they
are ready to take the feld again.
Te Bengals are looking like they
will take the division again. Te
Cleveland Browns are looking to
be contenders again afer acquiring wide receiver Amari Cooper
and quarterback Deshaun Watson,
but Watson is facing a suspension
from the NFL afer facing sexual
assault allegations. Te Baltimore
Ravens are always contenders with
quarterback Lamar Jackson under
center and Mark Andrews at tight
end. Lastly, but not least are the
Pittsburgh Steelers. With wide receivers George Pickens and Diontae
Johnson, people should keep an eye
on the quarterback battle between
Mitch Trubisky and Kenny Pickett.
Te AFC East is a tough division
that has the Bufalo Bills looking
like they might come out on top.
Afer a nearly perfect postseason,
one coin toss sealed their fate and
set them on a revenge path with
star players quarterback Josh Allen
and wide receiver Stefon Diggs.
Te Miami Dolphins made some
interesting moves this ofseason and
will be the biggest competition for
the Bills under the new guidance
of head coach Mike McDaniel and
afer acquiring players like running back Raheem Mostert and
wide receiver Tyreek Hill. Te
New England Patriots are never a
team to count out if they are under
the guidance of Head Coach Bill
Belichick. Entering his second year,
quarterback Mac Jones is looking to lead the Patriots to success.

Te New York Jets are facing some
struggles afer losing their starting
quarter Zach Wilson to an injury in
the preseason and will have to make
adjustments to remain competitive.
Te AFC South will be a toss-up
between the Indianapolis Colts and
the Tennessee Titans. Te Colts
made an ofseason trade to acquire
quarterback Matt Ryan from the
Falcons and with Jonathan Taylor
at running back, the Colts are looking to win the division. Te Titans
have a force in running back Derrick Henry, but will he be enough
afer losing A.J. Brown in a trade
to the Philadelphia Eagles? Te
Houston Texans seem to be in a
rebuilding year. Tey had a perfect
preseason under the new guidance
of Head Coach Lovie Smith and
second-year quarterback Davis
Mills. Under the new guidance of
Head Coach Doug Pederson and
second-year quarterback Trevor
Lawrence, the Jaguars are looking
to improve afer fnishing last in the
league last year.
Te AFC West division is set to be
one of the most competitive divisions afer several ofseason moves
were made. Te Denver Broncos
made a trade with the Seattle
Seahawks to acquire quarterback
Russell Wilson. Wilson signed a
fve-year extension Sept. 1 that will
provide Broncos fans with hope
of what is to come with him at
QB1. Te Las Vegas Raiders made
a blockbuster move by acquiring
wide receiver Davante Adams,
reuniting him with college quarterback Derek Carr. Te Kansas City
Chiefs have been one of the strongest teams in the AFC recently, but
this ofseason lost star wide receiver
Tyreek Hill. I think the team to
pull out on top of the division will

be the Los Angeles Chargers. With
potential showing last season, they
made moves in the ofseason to
improve their defense by adding
cornerback J.C. Jackson and pass
rusher Khalil Mack. Te National
Football Conference (NFC) is full
of tough teams and tough divisions
with deep rivalries.
Te NFC North has been dominated by the Green Bay Packers
in recent years, and this year I
don’t anticipate things to be much
diferent. Te Minnesota Vikings
are under the new guidance of
Head Coach Kevin O’Connell
with star power like wide receiver
Justin Jeferson and running back
Dalvin Cook. Te Chicago Bears
lost Khalil Mack to the Chargers
and wide receiver Allen Robinson
II to the Rams, so they seem to be
rebuilding again. Te Lions made
some strong moves by drafing
defensive end Aidan Hutchinson
to the team and are looking to improve afer a tough season last year.
Te NFC East is sure to be
interesting to watch as there has not
been a defending division champion repeat since 2004. Te Cowboys
have defensive power returning,
however, their struggles seemed to
be more ofensive with quarterback
Dak Prescott struggling in their
postseason loss as well as running
back Ezekiel Elliot struggling to get
his stats back up to where they were
in the beginning of his career with
Dallas. Te Washington Commanders and New York Giants
seem to still be in their rebuilding stages, but in this division the
competition is always high. My
anticipated division winner is the
Philadelphia Eagles as they made
some additions to their already impressive team by giving quarterback
Jalen Hurts ofensive weapons such
as wide receivers A.J Brown and
Zach Pascal. With Hurts improving as each game passes, it seems he
fnally has the tools needed for a
successful season.
Te NFC South looks like it will
end with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers back on top of the division
afer quarterback Tom Brady decided to hold of on his retirement.
Tey also signed extensions for
plenty of their star players, acquired
tight end Kyle Rudolph afer losing
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Rob Gronkowski to retirement,
and franchise tagged wide receiver Chris Godwin. Te Atlanta
Falcons is looking toward tight
end Kyle Pitts to make waves with
quarterback Marcus Mariota under
center. Te New Orleans Saints
are looking to bounce back afer a
difcult season flled with injuries
with the help of quarterback Jameis
Winston, defensive end Cameron
Jordan and wide receiver Michael
Tomas. Lastly, the Carolina Panthers are also looking to improve
this season with the help of running
back Christian McCafrey and new
quarterback Baker Mayfeld.
Te NFC West has been one
of the toughest divisions in the
league for years now and looks to
be yet another year full of competition. Te division title will be a
toss-up between the Super Bowl
Champions, the Rams and the
San Francisco 49ers. Te Rams are
looking to continue their success
with stars like wide receiver Cooper Kupp, quarterback Matthew
Staford and defensive end Aaron
Donald. Te 49ers are looking to
take the division this year with
second-year quarterback Trey
Lance and made several contract
extensions and signings in players
like wide receiver Deebo Samuel,
cornerback Charvarius Ward, and
defensive end Drake Jackson. Te
Arizona Cardinals are looking to
compete as they made ofseason
moves such as adding wide receivers Hollywood Brown and A.J.
Green, extending tight end Zach
Ertz and quarterback Kyler Murray.
Te Seattle Seahawks seem to be in
rebuilding mode as they are with
quarterback Geno Smith under
center with wide receivers Tyler
Lockett and DK Metcalf on the
edges. Te Seahawks faced some
tough losses this ofseason afer
losing Wilson and Wagner to opposing teams.
My Super Bowl prediction is the
Bills and the 49ers.
Afer much anticipation, this
upcoming season is set to be a
compelling one and kicks of with
the Bills and the Rams at 6:20 p.m.
Sept. 8 at SoFi Stadium.
Emily Autumn Velasquez is the editor in chief and
may be reached at eavelasquez@miners.utep.edu; @
byemilyyautumn on Instagram or @emilyautumn20 on
Twitter.

Introduction
to the new
sports editor
BY EMMANUEL RIVAS VALENZUELA
The Prospector

Sports can be a multilayer
experience that can be analyzed
and picked apart into oblivion.
A simple football game can birth
dozens of articles and countless
opinion pieces. Anything from
the pregame locker room to the
maintenance of a stadium can
ofer a fruitful insight into what
makes organizations function. Any
stadium or arena bleeds history and
tradition that flls pages of stories,
this is what drove me toward sports
writing.
I am currently a multimedia journalism major entering my junior
year at the University of Texas at El
Paso. I am originally from Ciudad
Juárez, Chihuahua, but moved to
Fort Worth, Texas at an early age. I
attended Castleberry Elementary,
A.V. Cato Elementary, Irma Marsh
Middle School and Castleberry
High School.
Over the years, I have played
football, basketball, tennis and ran
track and feld. In high school, I
was an avid member in my community serving in my school’s chapters
of the National Honor Society,
National Technical Honor Society
and the Student Council. I was also
a member of our award-winning
marching and concert band where
I became a drum major. I graduated
from Castleberry High School in
the spring of 2021 and made my
way to the University of Texas at El
Paso soon afer.
Some of my hobbies include
watching flms and TV, collecting
physical media like CDs, vinyls
see EDITOR on page 9
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MINERPALOOZA
WRAPS UP
WELCOME WEEK

Lead singer of Melancholy 10, Che Ulibarri, makes a heart with his hands after the fnish performing. Annabella Mireles/The Prospector
BY ALYSON RODRIGUEZ
The Prospector

On Friday, Sept. 2 the 32nd
Minerpalooza took place and was a
smash hit. Miners of all generations
flled the parking lot outside of the
Sun Bowl Stadium and showed of
their Miner pride.
Tere were games, jumping balloons, vendors, music and fun that
flled the night. Monica Castillo
was the master of ceremonies for
the night and the festivities began
at 6 p.m. with Battle of the Bands,
which was the event that many
UTEP students were most looking
forward to.
“Tis is my frst time at Minerpalooza and so far, it’s been amazing. I’m most excited to see the
Battle of the Bands,” said computer
science major, Darinka Carrasco.
“I hope that Melancholy 10 wins
the Battle of the Bands because my
friend is the pianist. It’s been a really fun night so far and I have met
so many new people.”
Te two remaining bands Melancholy 10 and Sultanes del Yonke
battled it out for the grand prize
of two weeks in a recording studio
sponsored by El Paso Live. Melancholy 10 started things of and
played four original songs for the
crowd. Te seven-membered band
of friends impressed everyone with
their expert playing and cool vibes.
“Even though we had some technical difculties, our band powered
through and still managed to put
on an awesome show,” said Julian
Saucedo, Melancholy 10’s pianist.
“Sultanes del Yonke were amazing
and it’s going to be a hard decision.
I’m also excited to see the other
musical acts.”
Following Melancholy 10 was
Sultanes del Yonke who brought
spice to Battle of the Bands dressed
in their tasteful overalls and
goggles. Te crowd got up on their

feet and started dancing when they
played a set on stage that seemed to
exhilarate the crow.
Afer an intense battle between
the two amazing bands and UTEP
students and staf voting, Melancholy 10 was the fan favorite and
won took home the grand prize.
“It feels insane, I used to make
these songs in my room for no one
to listen to and now here we are,”
said Che Ulibarri, lead singer of
Melancholy 10, afer his band won
Battle of the Bands. “Playing at the
Texas Western Gold Rush was our
favorite part of our whole Battle of
the Bands experience. It was a huge
audience and we’d never played for
that big of an audience before and
the vibes were unmatched.”
Afer Battle of the Bands, UTEP’s
cheer, dance, Marching Miners and
UTEP Diamonds joined together
to put on the biggest parade and
pep rally in the Sun City. Te
UTEP dance team even performed
a surprise dance to hype the crowd
up for the rest of Minerpalooza.
While the musical acts were
happening on stage, the rest of
Minerpalooza was buzzing with
all the games being hosted by
various UTEP clubs. Fraternities,
sororities, organizations and clubs
all joined together to create a fun
flled atmosphere for Minerpalooza
attendees by hosting games. Some
of these games included speed Loteria, henna, meltdown, toilet paper
toss, Smash Bros, Mario Kart, ring
toss, connect four, basketball, rugby
target practice, pin the whiskers on
the cat and so many more.
“I’m having a lot of fun, the vibes
are really good and there is a lot
of people. My favorite part so far
has been the Battle of the Bands,”
said junior psychology major, Lilia
Tovar. “Te song Ms. Galaxy by
Melancholy 10 has my heart. I’m
here at Minerpalooza working with
the Student Government Associa-

tion to promote and recruit for the
homecoming pageant. Tere’s going to be a talent portion, evening
gown and you can win a cool prize.”
Pete’s Playground was a big hit
with the younger Miners. Tere
were many diferent jumping balloons and slides for kids to go on.
Entertainment was also provided
for kids in attendance, one of the
events being a magic show.
Te musical acts continued and
BOZ1R kicked of the rest of the
night with his incredible rapping
at 7:50 p.m. Ten at 8:35 p.m.
Frontera Bugalu took the stage and
got everyone dancing with their fun
tunes. Tere was not a still body on
the foor, everyone showed of their
moves on the dance foor.
Te next act was El Paso’s own
Krystall Poppin who rapped on
stage. She showed her central El
Paso pride during the performance.
Te whole crowd went wild when
she brought a fan on stage to dance
with her and her girl group of
backup dancers.
“I can’t believe I actually got the
chance to see Krystall Poppin,”
said Mercedes Bourjon, a junior
majoring in education. “I’ve been
following Krystall’s career since she
started, and I was watching her in
the front row and I got a picture
with her.”
Te last performance of the
evening was Mariachi Rock
Revolution, a perfect way to end
an exciting night. Te group rocked
the stage with their perfect combination of mariachi and rock music
and pyrotechnics. It was a great
night for everyone and Miners
cannot wait for next year’s Minerpalooza in 2023.
Alyson Rodriguez is a staff reporter and may be reached
at aerodriguez20@miners.utep.edu; @alyson_rod1127 on
Twitter.

TOP: Paydirt Pete works with the cheer team to keep the spirit going at
the biggest pep rally of the year. Jasmin Campoya/The Prospector
MIDDLE: Mariachi Rock Revolution perform their last song of the night,
wrapping up Minerpalooza. Annabella Mireles/The Prospector
BOTTOM: Krystall Poppin, rapper born in El Paso, Texas, performs in
front of the crowd. Annabella Mireles/The Prospector

THE PROSPECTOR · SEPTEMBER 6, 2022

Page 4 NEWS

Leyva chosen as notable Latina for exhibit
BY KRISTEN SCHEAFFER
The Prospector

Yolanda Chávez Leyva, Associate Professor for the Department
of History and Director of the
Institute of Oral History, was one
of 12 notable Latinos chosen for
the Smithsonian exhibit “¡Presente!
A Latino History of the United
States” in Washington D.C.
¡Presente! is a 4,500 square-foot
digital gallery that opened June
18 in the Molina Family Latino
Gallery at the National Museum
of American History, according to
UTEP Marketing and Communications. Te exhibit uses multimedia to capture moments and voices
that can be experienced.
Tis is the frst exhibit completed
by the Smithsonian that is solely
dedicated to the Latino experience
and culture. Tis exhibit will run
until 2025.
“Tey interviewed all kinds of
people, entertainers, activists. I
think they ended up with 12 people
that are on these big kiosks, so
people can walk up and (down) different parts of each person’s story,”
Leyva said.
Leyva was born in Ciudad Juárez

Associate Professor in the department of history, Yolanda Chávez Leyva, is one of 12 Latinos who will be
featured in the Smithsonian exhibit which will run until 2025. Photo by Kian Sasser/The Prospector

and raised in El Paso. Leyva received her bachelor’s and master’s
at UTEP before going to the
University of Arizona for her Ph.D.
As an alumna, Leyva was excited
when a position opened at UTEP
in the 2000s.
In the early development, Leyva
was approached about being a
curatorial advisor for the exhibit.

Her experience with the Institute of
Oral History gave her the knowhow with creating questions and
interviewing.
Te Institute of Oral History was
founded 50 years ago by Dr. John
McNeely. McNeely donated a lot
of books to the school library, especially the core of the Spanish books.
Te institute has about 2,000 inter-

views that focus on people who live
on the border.
By taking this position, she came
up with interview questions for
the recipients of the exhibit. She
said she was shocked when they
approached her to be one of the
notable fgures because of her life
on the border.
“I feel like, in a lot of ways, I am

kind of a classic border person and
in having a relationship to both
sides of the border, and because I’m
also a professor in border history, I
feel like I was able to put my own
story into a historical context,”
Leyva said.
Leyva said that she hopes that
people can see the beautiful side of
the border by visiting the exhibit.
“Historically, and today, the border gets misrepresented a lot and
it gets seen just in a negative way.
And there are negative aspects to
it, but what people don’t see unless
they’re living here is the creativity,
the resilience, the positive aspects,”
Leyva said.
Leyva hopes that people from the
Latinx community can experience
it as well. She said that there are
people with Puerto Rican or Cuban
history, and they can see all the
ways, similarities and diferences
among the communities.
“I think it’s very important for us
to be educated about diferent parts
of our broader community,” Leyva
said.
Kristen Scheaffer is a contributor and can be reached
at kmscheaffer@miners.utep.edu.

Biden announces debt relief for students
BY ELISHA NUÑEZ
The Prospector

President Biden announced his
upcoming plan to forgive student
debt for low and middle-class loan
borrowers Aug. 24. In his three-part
plan, Biden sticks to the promise
he made during his way into ofce,
which was to cancel $10,000 worth
of student debt per borrower.
“Today, my Administration is
meeting my campaign commitment with targeted debt relief to
folks from families who need it
most,” Biden said in a tweet last
week. “If you received a Pell Grant
while in college and make less than

$125,000 a year, you are eligible for
up to $20,000 in debt reduction.”
Tis new federal plan serves as a
solution to middle-class borrowers
who studied in college but had to
take out loans. While this new program has lef many with a feeling of
relief, some think of the decision as
unfair.
“I mean, it’s all kinds of good
things for the rest of students who
took a lot of loans because a lot of
current students really need the
loan forgiveness,” said Soochan
Choi, assistant instructor for marketing, management, and supply
Cchain at UTEP. “But sometimes
there’s another side efect, such as

it (can look) unfair for someone
who didn’t get the forgiveness
[who] would need it. For example,
(maybe) they get supported by their
parents or they get a scholarship.
Maybe it sounds unfair because
they cannot get the student loan
forgiveness, but in general, I think
it is needed because a lot of people
need (it).”
Tough it has been only a week
since the announcement, it seems as
though people have already started
an opposition campaign toward
the plan. GOP lawmakers from
states like Arizona and Texas have
already declared that they would
fle lawsuits disputing the policy.

Prominent political fgures like
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz have already
spoken out against Biden’s plan
and have consulted multiple courts
across the country.
While certain political fgures
argue against the policy, there are
some students who have already
aligned with and accepted the idea.
,“I’m not opposed to it. I think it’s
something that defnitely is very
helpful, especially for students who
might not have the means to pay
for their loans,” said Andrea Sandoval, a psychology major at UTEP.
Not only does this new policy
mean aid for undergraduate students who have already racked up

student loans, but it can also help
scholars who have had to pay back
loans for their master’s degrees.
“In psychology, that’s a lot of
people’s goals, to either get a
masters or Ph.D.,” Sandoval said.
“When you’re already doing your
undergrad and developing a lot of
that debt, I mean, that’s defnitely
where it becomes helpful.”
While many students and
lawmakers alike have voiced their
opinions over Biden’s new plan on
social media, there will certainly be
more talk regarding the project as
moves from all sides unfold.
Elisha Nuñez is a staff reporter and may be reached at
egnunez2@miners.utep.edu.

Trust in U.S. Supreme Court decreases among UTEP students
BY VICTORIA RIVAS
Guest Contributor

An annual poll conducted by
Gallup revealed that the public’s
confdence in the U.S. Supreme
Court has reached a historic low
According to Gallup, only 25
percent of adults in the U.S. have
a “great deal” of confdence in the
Supreme Court, compared to 36
percent last year.
“I trust they will protect me and
my rights, but it is not guaranteed
they will,” said Luis Gutierrez, a
UTEP graduate student.
Te annual poll tracks the public’s
confdence in U.S. institutions.
Several institutions, including the
presidency, sufered a decrease
this year, but the Supreme Court
received the lowest score.
Some UTEP students agree
with the poll results and argue
the Supreme Court fails to make
decisions that beneft the public’s
interest.
“Well, it’s not surprising. Te
Supreme Court has recently made

decisions that have attracted the attention of lots of people in all parts
of the country,” Gutierrez said.
Te poll results refect the public’s
reaction to the Supreme Court
ruling of Dobbs v. Jackson and the
overturning of Roe v. Wade that
eliminated the constitutional right
to abortion in June.
Te Supreme Court ruling on
abortion access has allowed states
to set their abortion laws. Texas’
trigger law criminalizes abortion
since fertilization unless the patient
faces a life-threatening condition
from the pregnancy. Violators can
face up to life in prison or a penalty
of $100,000.
“I believe people should have
control of their rights and their
own bodies. I don’t think they are
protecting us,” said Naidelyn Alvarez, a UTEP nursing student.
According to Gallup, the second
lowest score for the Supreme Court
recorded was 30 percent in 2014,
which was the year that marked a
low point of confdence in most

U.S. institutions, with an average of
31 percent.
“Currently, I don’t agree with
much of the things that the court
is doing right now. Mostly, because
it’s old men deciding for a lot of
people, and for the whole country
itself,” said Dalia Hernandez, a
UTEP mechanical engineering
student. “Te decisions they are
making are not ones that can be applied to the living style that we have
right now.”
According to Gallup, public
confdence has averaged 35 percent
since 2006 and has not exceeded 40
percent since then.
“In order to gain confdence back,
the court needs to speak for the
citizens,” Gutierrez said.
Some students like Hernandez argue the Supreme Court has become
very political and religious when
deciding about the public’s rights
and protections.
“I am someone who really hates
the idea of church and politics
being together. I want them to be

President Joe Biden announced his upcoming three-part plan Aug. 24
that will forgive student debt for low and middle-class loan borrowers
with politicians such as Ted Cruz already holding a strong opposition.
Photo courtesy of Gage Skidmore/Flickr

separate,” Hernandez said. “I think
religion is something that should
not be forced onto people, and for
the Supreme Court to go with the
church to side with Christian voters
is not right.”
Afer overturning Roe v. Wade,
the Supreme Court could review
cases regarding same-sex marriage
or protections for racial and ethnic
minorities.
According to the New York
Times, the Supreme Court has
agreed to hear two cases challenging afrmative action in college

admissions at the University of
North Carolina and Harvard.
Te Supreme Court has also
agreed to hear a case about whether
Alabama can draw a new congressional map that sets the majority of
Black voters into a single congressional district to decrease their political power. Tey will also review
a case about business regulation,
including corporate behavior and
climate policy.
Victoria Rivas is a guest contributor and may be
reached at vrivas7@miners.utep.edu; @VicRivas_18 on
Twitter.
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KTEP nabs 3 Murrow awards
BY ITZEL GIRON
The Prospector

Being recognized by the Radio
Television Digital News Association (RTDNA) for the diligent
work of KTEP meant bestowing
one of the highest honors in the
journalism feld. Named afer
journalist Edward R. Murrow – a
broadcast correspondent who
gained prominence for his reporting on World War II. Te awards
are presented to radio stations that
foster growth, quality and a positive
image of public radio.
KTEP, a public radio station in
El Paso and based on the UTEP
campus, , received three regional
Edward R. Murrow Awards and a
national award for the storytelling
done by News Director Angela Kocherga. Te award-winning stories
are, “Migrants Expelled” for hard
news, “Border Wall Falls” for investigative reporting, and “Private Asia
Graham” for continuing coverage.
“It has been great and it’s especially a wonderful testament to KTEP,
to be able to have this many awards
in the short time we’ve been doing
local news,” Kocherga said. “(I am)
really proud that KTEP and our
region can take that honor.”
All three stories won the regional
award, but it is “Migrants Expelled,”
which won the national award for
Kochergas’ reporting on the arrival
of migrants who were turned away
by the U.S. and rejected by some

ONLINE EXTRA
To hear an interview with
KTEP News Director Angela
Kocherga on The Prospector
Podcast, visit us online at
www.prospectordaily.com and
click on the latest episode.

KTEP News Director Angela Kocherga won three Edward R. Murrow awards for journalism. Photo by Maria
Ramos/The Prospector File Photo

border cities in
being sent to
“This is a region that has wonderful and compel- were
Mexico. KoEl Paso and back
cherga reports ling stories, human stories, so it shows we can get across the border
on how these the awards and the journalistic work done here.”
but this time into
migrants were
Juárez.”
Angela Kocharga
fown to other
Kocherga
KTEP News Director, on winning the awards
cities in Mexico
detailed why she
istration. We were seeing a huge
where ofcials
chose the title
number of people coming through,” “Migrants Expelled” and how it
would accept them, including our
Kocherga said. “Tey were being
border city of Ciudad Juárez.
felt to arrive at the border fnding
turned away at diferent ports of en- migrants lost and confused.
“We all know that in our region
try, diferent border crossings, not
we had a lot of migration, primar“‘Expelled’ was the ofcial term
allowed to claim asylum and some
ily Central America, and it’s been
because there was no process at
who managed to cross in the Rio
dating back to 2019, the previous
that point. Tere was a pandemic
Grande Valley (in) South Texas,
administration, the Trump adminand people were being sent back as

a pandemic health order, so they
couldn’t claim asylum,” Kocherga
said. “So, I went across; (the migrants) had just gotten of a plane
then put on a bus and then they
were suddenly at the bridge and
did not know where they were and
asked me, the reporter, ‘Where are
we?”’
Te awards come afer an announcement earlier this year that
KTEP would receive a $2 million
endowment from Margaret O.
Herman for both scholarships and
new equipment. Te awards are just
a continuation of the clever work
and unique storytelling happening
inside Cotton Memorial.
“Tis is a region that has wonderful and compelling stories, human
stories and so it shows we can get
the awards and the journalistic
work done here,” Kocherga said.
To hear the full interview with
Angela Kocherga, listen to Te
Prospector Podcast on your preffered podcast platform.
Itzel Giron is the multimedia editor and can be reached
at iagiron@miners.utep.edu;: @by.itzel.giron on Instagram;
@itzel_anahi_16 on Twitter.
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Lowbrow Palace opens new and improved venue
BY EMILY AUTUMN VELASQUEZ
The Prospector

Lowbrow Palace is a live music
venue that held its grand opening
of its new and improved location
in Central El Paso at 1006 Texas
Ave. Sept. 2-4 by hosting diferent
events to commemorate its 11-year
anniversary.
Te Lowbrow Palace kicked of its
grand opening weekend by hosting
indie rock legends, Modest Mouse,
at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 2 in a sold-out
show.
Matthew Ferrer, a bartender at
Lowbrow Palace, spoke on how the
two venues have compared.
“Te old venue was chaotic, and
it was extremely small compared
to the one right now.,” Ferrer said.
“But with that being said, there was
an atmosphere and a vibe, if you
were there, you’re never going to
forget it. Tat’s kind of what we’re
trying to implement here, just on a
bigger scale.”
Te new venue space follows an

industrial modern architecture. It
consists of impressive audio, two
stages, an indoor bar illuminated
by neon lights and a repurposed
outdoor shipping container bar.
“We are excited to call Lowbrow
Palace our new home and future
for live and touring music,” said
Lowbrow Palace co-founder Patrick McNeil, according to a news
release.
PurseFind, a business focused on
vegan handbags, was one of the
many vendors Lowbrow Palace had
at the “Te Rodeo: Night Market”
event that took place from 6-10
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 3. Te market
hosted diferent vendors which sold
food items, accessories, clothing
items and more.
Founder Salma Atiya started
her PurseFind in April 2020 and
focuses on fnding and curating
handbag collections that are vegan.
Te brand focuses on fnding bags
from women-owned brands and
minority-owned designers around

the United States.
“I went to the old one a lot of
times. Te new venue is awesome,
it’s great that they’ve expanded,”
Atiya said. “Obviously I miss the
small venue; it was just that hole
in the wall bar that you really liked

with the best shows.”
Atiya did mention that she has
been to a couple of the shows
Lowbrow Palace has hosted at its
new venue and plans on coming to
future shows and events.
Pica Dientes founder, Ruth Mar-

Emily Autumn Velasquez is the editor-in-chief and
may be reached at eavelasquez@miners.utep.edu; @
byemilyautumn on Instagram; @emilyautumn20 on Twitter.

El Paso busses migrants to NYC
Counseling
Services

Serving Texas and New Mexico

$75 out of pocket
Some insurances accepted • Rates vary

• Couples Counseling
• Substance Abuse
• Depression
• Anxiety

From shopping vintage shirts to yummy snacks, supporters from all
over El Paso came out to see the grand opening of the Lowbrow Palace.
Photos by Jasmin Campoya/The Prospector

tinez, was one of the many food options available at the night market,
which specializes in selling spicy
homemade candies afer opening
during the pandemic. Martinez also
spoke on how she feels about the
new venue.
“I love it. It’s really nice. It’s spacious and it’s homey,” Martinez
said. “We’ll be back, for either
shows or markets. We’ll be here.”
Following the market event,
Lowbrow Palace hosted a Drake
vs. Kanye night dance party from
10 p.m.- 2 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 3.
Lowbrow Palace wrapped up its
grand opening by hosting bedroom
pop-indie band, Triathlon, at 8
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 4.
Tickets and more information on
future events taking place at Lowbrow Palace can be found at www.
lowbrowpalace.com.

• Personality Disorders
• Stress Management
• Codependency
• Grief
and more

Contact Us
(915) 444-8003 • 619 E. Crospy Ave. El Paso, TX 79902
adminTTS@thetalkshopep.com
www.TheTalkShopEP.com

BY VICTORIA RIVAS
Guest Contributor

As the number of migrants crossing from South America to the
U.S. increased at the borderland, El
Paso was forced to send more than
35 Venezuelan immigrants to New
York City.
Tese eforts are part of Operation Lone Star, a strategy in
response to Biden’s administration’s
attempt to end Title 42.
El Paso joined the eforts of Texas
Governor Greg Abbott, to send
multiple charter busses with asylum
seekers to New York City and
Washington D.C..
“Texas has bussed over 7,600
migrants to our nation’s capital
since April and over 1,900 migrants
to New York City since Aug. 5,”
said Abbott in a statement. “On
Wednesday, the frst two buses
with over 95 migrants from Texas
arrived in Chicago, Illinois. Te
busing mission is providing muchneeded relief to our overwhelmed

border communities.”
Title 42, known as the pandemicera rule, was invoked by the Trump
administration to reduce the spread
of COVID-19 in immigrant detention centers. It allows immigration
ofcers to quickly deport migrants
who have crossed the border, preventing them from seeking asylum.
“President Biden’s inaction at our
southern border continues putting
the lives of Texans and Americans
at risk and is overwhelming our
communities,” Abbott said Abbott.
“To continue providing muchneeded relief to our small, overrun
border towns, Chicago will join
fellow sanctuary cities Washington,
D.C. and New York City as an additional drop-of location.”
According to El Paso Matters, El
Paso did not make the transportation of migrants to New York City
public until they were questioned
by one of their reporters.
City ofcials held a press conference Aug. 30 and explained they

used charter buses to transport
immigrants out of the city due to
an overfow in local shelters.
“Te city of El Paso has been
assisting our local NGO’s (nongovernment organizations) and our
local shelter system for a long time,”
said El Paso’s Deputy City Manager
Mario D’Agostino, during the press
conference. “We have been assisting
them with resources needed so
that they can continue with their
operations that are needed for the
migrants that are passing through
our community. Paso Del Norte,
that is what we are. We are a pass.”
City ofcials claim chartering
busses is a way of providing the
necessary services to the migrant
community and preventing a “humanitarian concern.”
Te El Paso City-County Offce of Emergency Management
arranged the transportation of
immigrants who chose to go.
“To avoid putting our shelters
over capacity, we went ahead and
charted that initial bus on Tuesday,
Aug. 23, to New York City,” said
D’Agostino.
According to D’Agostino, the Opportunity Center for the Homeless
contacted the County Ofce of
Emergency Management about 35
displaced migrants.
“If you could have seen the joy in
the people’s faces as they hurriedly
made their preparation for the trip,”
said El Paso’s Deputy Director of
the Opportunity Center John Martin. “I’ve never seen individuals run
so quickly to take a shower so that
they could get on a bus and be able
to go where they wanted to go.”
Although the city did not immediately plan to continue chartering
busses out of El Paso, they could
resume if there is an increase in
immigrants seeking shelter at the
borderland.
“With 100 percent confdence, I
can tell you this is their choice, this
is their desire, and this is the direction they want to go,” Martin said.
Victoria Rivas is a guest contributor and may be
reached at vrivas7@miners.utep.edu; @VicRivas_18 on
Twitter.
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A day in the life of a Marching Miner
BY ALYSON RODRIGUEZ
The Prospector

The UTEP band performs and cheers on the UTEP football team from the stands, like Ashley Compos (ABOVE). From playing tunes like Butter by BTS to the Miners Fight Song, you’ll
catch the band full of spirit at every game. Photo by Jasmin Campoya/The Prospector

No one on campus has more Miner spirit than the UTEP Marching
Miners. Tey can be seen and heard
at every UTEP event, whether it is
a football game or a ceremony.
Te marching band is made up of
various members from all walks of
life who come together to celebrate
UTEP by playing catchy tunes. Te
band is made up of individuals who
are very dedicated to their art and
spend countless hours rehearsing
and practicing their instruments.
Te band consists of musicians
who play woodwind, brass, percussion, the UTEP Diamonds color
guard and the dance team. Te
members perform at all UTEP
home football games, certain away
games and exhibitions in the Southwest region. Te team is a spirit
leader of the community.
Students who are in the marching band attend early morning
practices and then their classes right
afer and some even work jobs to
support their family or volunteer in
their communities.
Sophomore education major
Rebeca Zarate, who plays the alto
saxophone in the marching band,
also works at her nearby grocery
store. She is also a member of
campus student organizations like
UTEP CHAARG.
“Tis is my frst year in the UTEP
marching band and so far, I am having a lot of fun,” Zarate said. “I just
experienced my frst football game
being a band member and it was
incredible. My favorite part about
being a part of the UTEP march-

ing band is making new friends
and memories. It is a big commitment because we have practices on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
from 7:30 to 9:20 a.m. But being in
band is a great way to get involved
in school and have school spirit.”
Te UTEP Marching Miners have
approximately 250 members, making it the largest music ensemble
on campus. Each member has their
own life and story.

“I love being involved in music. Being a drum major is
more than just giving
the time and waving
around our hands and
looking pretty, a lot
of it is setting up the
environment for the
band and being the
biggest support for
the band,”
Castillo said.
Marching Miners drum major

Clara Calixtro is a sophomore
majoring in kinesiology and has
been a part of the UTEP marching
band since her freshman year.
“I play the baritone in the UTEP
marching band, I joined because
I have been playing since I was in
middle school,” Calixtro said. “I
really enjoy learning to play new
music and the ambiance of it.

When I was in high school, a lot of
the UTEP band members would
come and would tell us about all of
the perks and they would invite us
to the band nights. I really enjoyed
going to the band nights and
meeting new people there. Besides
school, I dedicate the rest of my
time to band.”
Every member of the band plays
an important role in spreading
Miner spirit. Drum majors lead
the band in playing music and
spreading joy to the spectators, for
example Belanna Castillo is a junior
majoring in music education and
she is one of the drum majors for
the UTEP marching band.
“I have been involved in band for
almost 10 years, and in the UTEP
band for 3 years,” Castillo said. “I
love being involved in music. Being
a drum major is more than just
giving the time and waving around
our hands and looking pretty, a lot
of it is setting up the environment
for the band and being the biggest
support for the band.”
Every member dedicates a lot of
time and energy into being part
of the best marching band in the
Southwest region. Each musician
has their own lives and responsibilities, but they take the time to
practice and rehearse in order to
entertain the crowd and cheer on
the UTEP community.

Drum major Belanna Castillo conducts the band in front of a nearly sold
out stadium. As being one of the leaders of the band, Castillo makes
sure to watch the game and cue the band to play.
Photo by Jasmin Campoya/The Prospector

Alyson Rodriguez is a staff reporter and may be
reached at aerodriguez20@miners.utep.edu; @alyson_
rod1127 on Twitter.

Freshmen Kristan Isaacs plays her cymbals at the UTEP vs UNT football
game on Aug.27, adding color to the sound of the band.
Photo by Jasmin Campoya/The Prospector
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Examining American football through flm
BY MEAGAN GARCIA
The Prospector

According to a History article
and a recent Gallup poll, American
football is the number one sport
in the United States and has been
since the mid 1960s. Whether people are watching from the stands
or streaming from their devices at
home, football is the most widely
broadcast sport in the country.
Despite this, the National Football League (NFL) continues to
lose viewership and ratings as more
is revealed about the organization
and the sport itself. Presenting any
flm or print criticism on American
football can be incredibly difcult
considering the sheer corporate size
and power of the NFL and its mass
following.
Still, there are creators who care
about football, its players and the
community’s general culture and
work hard to produce pieces of
work that constructively criticize
certain aspects or foundations of
the sport.
From racism and sexism to homophobia and physical and mental
health issues, here are some of the
best documentaries, series and TV
specials that investigate discrimination and neglect within American
football at every level and within
the NFL.
“A Football Life” is a documen-

tary series that originally aired in
2011 on the NFL Network and
was developed by NFL flms. Each
episode covers the lives of diferent
players, coaches, teams and owners.
Since the production and distribution of this content is provided by
the NFL, the angle on certain stories can be more positively driven
than the reality of the situation.
Within this series there is one episode that covers the extremely successful but ultimately fear-ridden
life of Washington Commanders’
tight end Jerry Smith.
In season three, episode 21 of
this documentary series, Smith’s
achievements are highlighted but
his struggles as a closeted gay man
are discussed simultaneously. Smith
played in a sport that is typically
portrayed as homophobic. Te
show displayed how he worked
hard to reach a successful point in
his life but was in constant fear of
the repercussions he could sufer
should he be outed.
He played for the Washington
Commanders during a heavily intolerant period. Te end of his time
with the NFL directly coincided
with the beginning of the AIDS
epidemic, making coming out and
wanting acceptance an incredibly
difcult act.
Tis episode of the documentary
series presents a great refection of

how American football and the
culture surrounding it can afect
certain minorities working within
the sport. Tis series is available to
watch on the NFL Network.
“Colin in Black & White” is an
autobiographical limited fctionalized drama that was released on
Netfix in 2021. Te show follows
Colin Kaepernick from adolescence to adulthood and focuses on
the racism that is prevalent on a
personal and professional level in
his life.
Te show should be watched with
the context of what Kaepernick
experienced in 2016 when he took
a knee during the national anthem
in a stance against police brutality
and oppression in the U.S. Tis
blatant act of protest brought an
onslaught of anger from people
within the NFL and the media on a
national scale.
Tis makes the show incredibly
more impactful knowing that
Kaepernick fnally gets to speak on
this issue that so deeply afected his
career and personal life.
While the drama mainly follows diferent instances of racial
discrimination that Kaepernick
endured throughout his childhood
and in younger athletic environments, he highlights how the things
he loved most were not created
with his interest in mind as they

were founded on the ideals of white
supremacy.
Kaepernick narrates signifcant
moments in his life where he learns
to love himself and persevere
despite the standards and hurdles
that have been set for marginalized
groups, specifcally Black Americans, in this country.
Te series is composed of six
episodes that show Kaepernick’s
struggle with racial discrimination
but also the beauty and pride he
feels for himself and his culture.
“A League of Denial: Te NFL’s
Concussion Crisis” is a documentary that came out in 2013 about
how the NFL tried to conceal any
trace of correlation between playing
football and the impact of head
trauma on athletes’ brain health.
Troughout the length of this
documentary, viewers are shown
multiple interviews with retired
players, coaches, agents and other
big names in the American football
industry who share their own opinions on the severity of the concussion crisis within the NFL.
Tere are also interviews with
experts in neuroscience and accredited neuropathologists who had
frst-hand experience in discovering
and diagnosing former NFL players
with chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE).
Most notably though, there is an

interview with Dr. Bennet Omalu,
who was the frst to publish his
fndings on CTE afer performing
an autopsy on Pittsburgh Steeler
center Mike Webster. Tis is signifcant considering how ostracized
and denounced Omalu was afer his
eforts to make NFL players aware
of the adverse efects of repeated
concussions and brain trauma.
Te documentary emphasizes that
despite the incriminating evidence
on the prevalence of CTE in these
athletes, many people with powerful positions in the NFL completely
refute these claims in the interest of
continuing to capitalize on football.
Te entire piece highlights how
this massive corporation still willfully puts people in harm’s way by
manipulating information being
released to the public because
they hold fear that this knowledge
will cause severe fnancial losses
for them or bring down the sport
altogether. Tis documentary is
available to watch on pbs.org or on
YouTube.
American football is a sport that
is culturally signifcant to many
people across the country, but these
pieces of media do a fantastic job
of creating awareness and sparking
conversations on the faws within
the sport itself and the corporations
backing it.
Meagan Garcia is the arts & culture editor and may be
reached at megarcia19@miners.utep.edu.

The everlasting spirit of tailgating in America
BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

Tailgating has always been associated with football games, but
did not get its start with football.
People from all over America
gather around during the football
season, whether it is for college or
professional football, to park in
stadium lots with RV’s enjoy good
food, drinks and the game.
Tailgating is a tradition that has
been around since the late 1800s.
According to National Geographic,
the frst tailgate was in 1861 for the
Battle of the Bull Run which was
the Civil War’s frst battle. Americans in Washington gathered to
watch the event with picnic baskets
full of food. A few years later
people started seeing tailgating at
football games.
Te History Channel reported
that the frst tailgate at a football
game was in 1869 to watch the

Rutgers vs. Princeton game, which
was during the rise of the automobile. Fans gathered to watch the
game from the back of wagons with
meals to eat during the game. Te
History Channel also mentions
how these events started being
called “tailgating” as they evolved.
No one knows where the name
came from, but it is believed to
come from Yale sports information
director Charley Lofus.
Many places have their own traditions of tailgating. For example, the
Bufalo Bills fan base known as the
“Bills Mafa” has two well-known
traditions of their own that they do
during the tailgate season.
Te frst tradition is that fans
will jump from a high point and
fall onto a table, this is known as
the table break. One fan even set
himself on fre to perform this tradition. Te second known tradition
to Bills Mafa comes from a man

named Ken Johnson, otherwise
known as Pinto Ron, who has other
tailgate attendees shower him with
mustard and ketchup as he holds
his hotdog. Pinto Ron has been a
longtime fan of the Bills and has
been attending games since 1994.
Tailgating traditions are no rarity
to the El Paso area, though. UTEP
fans gather around every year during the football season with their
RVs, grills and chairs to enjoy the
time before the game starts. Fans
began to fll the parking lots of
UTEP as early as Friday morning,
which is a day before the game.
Some fans have been tailgating
for over 20 years while others are
just starting out their tailgating
endeavors.
Hector and Veronica Cota have
been tailgating for three years. Tey
mention that they were bummed
when the football season was
canceled due to the COVID-19

pandemic, but that did not stop
them from tailgating. For them, the
spirit of tailgating never lef.
“During COVID-19, we did
driveway tailgating at our house,”
Hector said.
“We would park our RV in our
driveway, open it up and do the
tailgates from there,” Veronica said.
Te reason the Cota’s tailgate is
because of their kids and their love
for the game of football. Tey mention that their son has been playing
football since he was 5 years old.
So, they wanted to give him the
experience of tailgating.
“It’s just our thing,” Hector said.
“Tis (UTEP) is closer to home so
of course we’re going to do it.”
Te Cota’s also mention that
music is a big part of their tailgating
tradition.
“I think if you have good music,
you’re going to have a good time,”
Veronica said.

Terry Maya is no stranger to
tailgating., She and her family have
done it for 20 years. . Tey have
been tailgating since their kids
were little and playing football in
the parking lot.
“We didn’t have this (the RV),
we literally tailgated on the back of
trucks, and we’d set up tents,” Maya
said.
Maya mentioned that her reason
for tailgating was for the kids when
they were little, but now that their
kids are grown, she and her friends
and family gather just for fun.
“We do it to support UTEP,”
Maya said. “We are big supporters
of UTEP football and basketball,
we were season ticket holders.
When the kids were little, it was all
about the kids but now it’s all about
the adults.”
Katrina Villarreal is a staff reporter and may be reached
at kvillarreal1@miners.utep.edu

K E E P O U R WAT E R C L E A N !
Only rain should go down the storm drain.

Do not dump waste, chemicals, paint, custodial waste,
and general rubbish items (tires, old car parts, shopping
carts, etc.) into storm drains, channels, or ditches.
El Paso Natural Gas Building, Room 10
(915) 747 - 7124 • EH&S@UTEP.EDU
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Revisiting UTEP’s pro football players

BY EMMANUEL RIVAS VALENZUELA
The Prospector

UTEP football has never lacked
talent. Despite the struggle to win
over the years, the amount of dedication and skill needed to compete
at a Division I level is extraordinary.
Troughout the years, notable
players such as safety, Quinten
Demps, quarterback. Sammy Garza
and guard, Oniel Cousins have
all found themselves in the NFL.
Some, however, become trailblazers
and even pillars in the league.
Will Hernandez
Guard William “Will” Hernandez
played a total of 49 games for the
UTEP Miners where he became
a 2nd team All-American guard.
Hernandez was then drafed by
the New York Giants in the second
round of the 2018 NFL Draf at
pick number 34. Te 26-year-old
Miner now fnds himself with the
Arizona Cardinals and is one of
only a handful of Latinx football
players in the league. Te NFL
reports, via Te Institute for
Diversity and Ethics in Sport, that
only 0.5 percent of players in the
NFL identify as “Latino.” To have a
high-profle Latinx player represent
a substantial portion of the NFL’s

Left to right Will Hernandez guard for the Arizona Cardinals. Quarterback Jordan Palmer brought success to UTEP. Green Bay Packers running back
Aaron Jones recorded 1,000 yards. elviskennedy/Wikipedia commons. Jim Larrison/Wikipedia commons. Bobak Ha’Eri/Wikipedia Commons

fanbase allows for adversity of other
marginalized individuals to succeed
all throughout the sports landscape.
Jordan Palmer
Quarterback Jordan William
Palmer tends to live in the shadow
of his older brother and former
Cincinnati Bengals quarterback,
Carson Palmer. However, Jordan
did bring success on his own to
UTEP during his tenure with the
Miners, scoring 88 touchdowns,
throwing for over 11,000 yards
and leading his squad to the 2005

GMAC Bowl. Tat success led him
to be drafed by the now Washington Commanders in the sixth
round of the 2007 NFL Draf at
pick number 205. Jordan’s NFL career was limited, but his career outside of the gridiron is what made
him stand out. Jordan founded
“QB Summit” as a quarterback consulting program aimed at tutoring
quarterbacks in both college and
professional football. Such quarterbacking talents include Kansas City
Chiefs Patrick Mahomes, Bufalo

Bills Josh Allen, and Oregon’s Bo
Nix. Te 38-year-old coach now
fnds himself as the Director of
Quarterback Development for the
upcoming XFL.
Aaron Jones
Arguably the most notable UTEP
alumnus in recent years, Aaron
LaRae Jones has taken the league
by storm having racked up over
4,000 yards in his frst fve seasons,
being voted in for the 2020 NFL
Pro Bowl and having earned the
2019 co-leader in rushing touch-

downs. Before his electric presence
in Green Bay, Burges High School
alumni’s 35 game collegiate career
was flled with 4,760 multipurpose
yards, 33 rushing touchdowns and
240 points. Jones was later drafed
by the Green Bay Packers in the
2017 NFL Draf during the sixth
round at pick number 182. Jones
has recorded two 1,000 plus yards
seasons.
Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela is the sports editor
and can be reached at erivas7@miners.utep.edu: @
rivasemmanuel2 on Instagram

Defensive tackle Kelton Moss striving to improve
BY DANIEL ALEC LOPEZ
The Prospector

Returning senior defensive tackle,
Kelton Moss is making an impact
on the Miners defense. Last year,
Moss contributed in a big way for
the Miners, making key stops and
rushing the passer to force interceptions. Moss played a very big role
on the defensive line.
In the 2021 season, Moss started
at defensive tackle in all 12 games
and recorded 23 tackles, one
pass breakup, one quarterback
hurry and a fumble recovery. Moss
matched his season high three
tackles, each versus Old Dominion University, the University
of Southern Mississippi, Florida
Atlantic University and Rice University.
EDITOR from page 2

and DVDs, and thrifing. Some of
my favorite movies are Last Night
in Soho and Evil Dead 2. I have
recently been watching TV shows
like, Te Rehearsal (HBO Max),
Te Orville (Disney+, Hulu) and
Aunty Donna’s Big Ol’ House of
Fun (Netfix). My Spotify is riddled
with music from Steve Lacy, Olivia
Rodrigo, clipping., crumpton, maye
and Jon Batiste. My favorite pro
teams are the Dallas Cowboys, Dallas Mavericks, Dallas Stars and FC
Dallas. My favorite athlete is undoubtedly former Dallas Cowboys
quarterback Tony Romo.
Afer college, I am planning to
move back to the Dallas-Fort

Senior defensive tackle Kelton
Moss from Jonesboro, Louisiana
makes an impact on the Miners
defense.
Photo courtesy of UTEP Athletics

During the 2020 season, Moss
was credited with 20 tackles, three
tackles for losses, a sack and a quarWorth area and climb up the
ladder in one of the many local
news stations in order to bring a
much-needed voice to the growing
Latinx population in the Metroplex. Growing up in the DFW
area, I struggled to see myself
when it came to news reporting
and broadcasting. I would only see
other Latinx journalists on Univision or Telemundo. And that’s not
to denote what those stations do.
Tose stations allow certain audiences to receive information that
they would otherwise not get. But
for those watching an English-only
broadcast, it can be difcult to feel
represented or even acknowledged
and I know I can make a positive

terback hurry. He was a big reason
why the Miners took a step forward
in the 2021 season defensively.
Moss comes from Jonesboro,
Louisiana and played high school
football at Jonesboro High School.
While playing there, Moss earned
all-state honors for the Tigers during his days at Jonesboro-Hodge.
Moss then attended Kilgore College, where he played from 20182020 and made an impact there.
Moss recorded 59 tackles, nine
tackles for loss, fve sacks and three
forced fumbles in 2019.
As a freshman in 2018, he played
in 12 games for the Rangers, recording 52 tackles, 30 solo tackles,
having three sacks, three forced
fumbles and an interception. Moss
also helped lead the Rangers to an
18-4 record in his two seasons at
diference in that aspect.
A free press has always served
as a beacon for the people of a
developed society. In its essence,
a free press serves to amplify the
unheard voice of reason. Being able
to practice this principle at any
level can set apart works and publications. Moving forward in my
journalistic career I hope to become
an advocate of truth and justice. In
the meantime, I am honored and
looking forward to working with
Te Prospector to bring you only
the best UTEP has to ofer..
Emmanuel Rivas Valenzuela is the sports editor
and can be reached at erivas7@miners.utep.edu: @
rivasemmanuel2 on Instagram

Kilgore.
Moss models his game afer starting nose guard for the Green Bay
Packers, Kenny Clark.
“I love watching Kenny Clark,
nose guard for the Green Bay Packers, his game is similar [to Moss’s],
he’s a [guy] that can disrupt the
pass and the run,” Moss said.
Moss explained how he got into
football as a kid.
“Growing up as a kid, my mom
didn’t always have the money to
support me and all my other siblings, so I always went outside and
play [football] with my friends and
things like that till it became free
for me [playing football] when I
got in middle school,” Moss said in
an Aug. 23, post-practice interview.
He also explained what motivates
him to train and to keep going.
MERVIN from cover

operas and what not. You just give
a little piece of yourself into your
own creation.”
Mervin is excited for the rest of
the season; he believes that despite
their loss against North Texas the
team is going to come back stronger than ever.
“We have big goals ahead,”
Mervin said. “Believe that we‘re
coming for conference championships. We‘re going to get a better
bowl game than last year. Tis is
the UTEP team this season – wait
for it. You know we had a bad
game; it happens. I wish it hadn‘t,

“Just knowing I can change my
family situation, just coming out
here each and every day, trying to
get better, and that I can go to the
league and help my family out so
we won’t be struggling,” Moss said.
Moss strives to improve at every
practice while also helping his team
win games. With his big jumps
from the previous two seasons, the
Miners should make another grand
leap this year.
Te Miners take on New Mexico
State University for the Battle of
I-10 at 7 p.m., Sept. 10 at the Sun
Bowl.
Stats provided by UTEP
Athletics.
Daniel Alec Lopez is a contributor at the Prospector and
can be reached at dalopez23@miners.utep.edu

but it did. I tell people all the
time, we‘re better than any team
the city‘s ever seen. We‘re going to
show it this year.”
Katrina Villarreal is a staff reporter and may be
reached at kvillarreal1@miners.utep.edu
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Players to keep in mind for NFL Fantasy draft
BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

With the 2022 National Football
League season fast approaching,
fantasy leagues are up and running. Here are the top three players
in each position that you should
consider drafing.
˜uarterbacks
Te frst player is no surprise to
the fantasy quarterback list: Bufalo
Bills quarterback Josh Allen. Allen
fnished the 2021 fantasy season
with a total of 402.58 points and
is projected to record 22.4 points
per game (PPG) this year. Allen
fnished eighth in yards with 4,407,
seventh in touchdowns with 36,
and sixth in quarterback rating with
60.7. He also ranked 13th in the
NFL top 100. According to ESPN,
Allen ran a career-high of 763
rushing yards and has been in the
top 10 in average depth of throw.
Allen’s ability to run and pass the
ball makes him an ideal candidate
for QB1.
Next, we have Kansas City Chiefs
quarterback Patrick Mahomes.
Mahomes fnished with a total of
361.66 fantasy points, making him
ffh among quarterbacks in fantasy; he is projected to record 22.6
PPG. Mahomes fnished the 2021
season with 4,839 yards (fourth),
37 touchdowns (which he has done
so in three of his last four seasons)
and 62.2 quarterback rating (ffh),
along with ranking eighth in the
NFL top 100. According to ESPN,
Mahomes recorded a career-high
381 rush yards. Despite losing his
number one wide receiver target
in Tyreek Hill, the play calling of
Andy Reid and the outstanding
ofensive line should still make Mahomes an elite fantasy quarterback.
Lastly, we have Cincinnati Bengals
quarterback Joe Burrow, also
known as “Joe Shiesty.” Afer coming of a season ending knee injury,
Burrow fnished the 2021 sixth
in yards (4,611), eighth in touchdowns (34) and 12th in quarterback rating (54.3). Burrow fnished
the 2021 fantasy season with a total
of 314.24 points and is projected
to record points per reception
(PPR) of 18.2. Yes, it is a little on
the low side but having the league’s
best wide receiver room, he should
record more points. Burrow took a
league-high of 51 sacks, but afer a
makeover of the ofensive line, Burrow should beneft tremendously.
Burrow is questionable at the
moment, but he should be ready
to go for week one. Not only does
Burrow have style of the feld, but

he also has it on the feld, making
him a great choice for quarterback.
Running Backs
Ranked number one in running
backs is Indianapolis Colts running back Jonathan Taylor. Taylor
fnished the 2021 fantasy season
with 373.1 points, the most among
running backs. He is projected to
record 21.8 PPG. Taylor got of
to a slow start in the 2021 season
but fnished strong by ranking frst
in rushing attempts (332), yards
(1,811) and touchdowns (18),
along with ranking ffh in the
NFL top 100. According to ESPN,
Taylor’s 26 carries in the opponents
fve-yard line was the most in the
league since 2012. With a new face
at the quarterback position, Taylor
could still have elite production
making him an ideal selection for
RB1.
Tere is no running back fantasy
without the mention of Carolina
Panthers running back, Christian
McCafrey. Afer missing the
majority of the last two seasons
due to multiple injuries, McCafery
is looking to make a comeback.
Before his injuries, McCafery was
a top 15 fantasy pick in the games
that he played. For the 2022 season,
McCafrey is projected to record
21.0 points this season. Injuries are
a concern of course, but McCaffery’s production in the run game
these past years make him a top fve
pick in fantasy football.
Rounding out the running backs
is the Los Angeles Chargers rockstar himself, Austin Ekeler. Ekeler
fnished the 2021 fantasy season
with a total of 343.8 points; he set
career-highs in carries and touchdowns (12), in which he is ffh
among running backs. Tis year
Ekeler is set to record 19.5 PPR.
According to ESPN, he ranks 14th
in carries and second in targets
among running backs. Ekeler
continues to put on a show at the
running back position, ranking him
in the top three in running backs.

Wide Receivers
It is no surprise that Los Angeles
Rams wide receiver Cooper Kupp is
the number one wide receiver pick
in fantasy football. Kupp fnished
the 2021 season frst in receptions
(145), yards (1,947) and touchdowns (16) among wide receivers.
He also snagged a number four
rank in the NFL top 100. Kupp
fnished the 2021 fantasy season
with a total of 439.5 points in
which he led among wide receivers and became the frst player to
triple-crown since 2005. His PPR
this year is 19.6. Afer an amazing
2021 season, of course you would
have to have Kupp at WR1.
Coming out of his rookie season,
Minnesota Vikings Justin Jeferson
is another wide receiver to consider
drafing. Finishing second among
wide receivers in yards (1,616)
and fourth in receptions (108),
we know Jeferson is going to be
one to look out for. He also led the
NFL in air yards (2,082). Jeferson
fnished the 2021 fantasy season
with a total of 330.4 points and is
projected to record 18 PPR. Jefferson ranked 17th in the NFL top
100. Jeferson is under a new head
coach but is still a top choice at the
WR position.
What is fantasy football without
mentioning star wide receiver Davante Adams? Now a new member
of the Las Vegas Raiders, Adams is
still the wide receiver to look out
for. Adams fnished the 2021 fantasy season with 344.3 points (second among WRs) and top three in
three of his last four seasons. He
also ranked seventh in the NFL
top 100. Adams has earned 30 plus
points in six games, this year he is
projected to earn 17.3 PPR. Now
under a new quarterback, Adams
has gone down a bit in fantasy, but
he can still be an ideal player to
draf.
Tight Ends
Kicking of the tight ends is Baltimore Ravens tight end Mark Andrews. Andrews led the tight end
group in targets, receptions, yards,
touchdowns and end-zone targets.
He fnished the 2021 season with
a total of 301.1 fantasy points and
is projected to record 14.3 PPR.
According to ESPN, Andrews’
fantasy points fuctuate on whether
Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson
is on the feld. With wide receiver
Marquise Brown now with the
Arizona Cardinals, this could mean
more receptions for Andrews.
Next up is Mahomes’ favorite
target, Chiefs tight end Travis

Kelce. Kelce fnished second among
fantasy tight ends. According
to ESPN, Kelce fnished frst in
routes, touchdowns and top 10 in
fantasy. He also fnished second in
targets, receptions, and yards. Kelce
also earned a number 10 rank in the
NFL top 100. Kelce fnished the
2021 season with a total of 262.8
fantasy points and is projected to
record 14.3 PPR. Continuing to
be Mahomes favorite target, Kelce
will be an ideal TE1, especially with
wide receiver Tyreek Hill now with
the Miami Dolphins.
With Darren Waller of the Las
Vegas Raiders being questionable to play the frst week due to
a hamstring injury, I am going to
give you the second-best tight end
option, which is San Francisco
49ers’ George Kittle. Kittle fnished
the 2021 season with a total of 198
fantasy points, and he is projected
to record a PPR of 11.3. Kittle has
fnished in fantasy PPG in each
of the last four seasons. Despite
missing two games in each of the
last three seasons, Kittle is still the
best blocking tight end and the
best tight end in yards afer catch.
Kittle is a tight end option to keep
in mind.
Flex
In the fex position you can draf
any of the players mentioned above
except for the quarterbacks, but let
me give you a few players to think
about for your fex. First, we have
Green Bay Packers running back
AJ Dillon. He led the Packers in
rush yards and rushing touchdowns
in the 2021 season. Another good
fex option is Cincinnati Bengals
wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase, who
averaged the second highest yards
per target with 11.5. Another good
idea to draf as a fex is Bufalo
Bills wide receiver Stefon Diggs, he
recorded a career high in end zone
targets (20) and was eighth among
wide receivers in snaps, targets,
receptions, yards, touchdowns, and
fantasy points.
Defense/Special Teams
With the newest addition of
safety Tyrann Mathieu and the talents of linebacker Demario Davis,
defensive ends Cameron Jordan
and Marcus Davenport combined;
the New Orleans Saints are the top
defense/special teams to draf for
your fantasy team. Tey are projected to record 8.9 PPR. According to ESPN, in the last fve seasons
the Saints have ranked seventh or
better in yards and points allowed
per game.
Te next defense/special teams
TV:

are the San Francisco 49ers who
according to ESPN, ranked frst in
forced fumbles, ffh in sacks and
top 10 in points allowed per game.
Te 49ers are projected to record
8.6 PPR. With the defense stacked
with players such as defensive end
Nick Bosa, linebacker Fred Warner,
safety Jimmy Ward and defensive
end Arik Armstead there is no
doubt that this 49ers team would
be a good starting option for your
fantasy football league.
Rounding out the defense and
special teams is the Indianapolis Colts. According to ESPN,
the Colts defense/special teams
fnished top 10 in fantasy points in
each of the last two seasons. Tey
are projected to record a 7.6 PPR.
With star players like 2021 frst
round pick defensive end Kwity
Paye, defensive end Deforest Buckner, linebacker Darius Leonard,
cornerbacks Kenny Moore and
Stephen Gilmore, the Colts could
be an option for your defense/special teams.
Kickers
Starting of strong for the kicking
position is Cincinnati Bengals
kicker Evan McPherson, also
known as “Money McPherson.”
During his rookie season, McPherson became one of the best kickers
in the league, connecting on 42-of47 feld goals with a hit rate of 89.4
percent. McPherson’s total fantasy
points of 2021 was 149.0 and he
is projected to record a 9 PPR.
McPherson is the person you want
as your fantasy kicker.
Next up is Los Angeles Rams
kicker Matt Gay. Gay made 32-of34 feld goals in the 2021 season
and had a 94.1 percent hit rate. Gay
totaled 157.0 in fantasy points last
year and is projected to record 8.9
points in PPG. If you are looking
for a champion kicker, Matt Gay is
your guy.
Closing it out is none other than
Baltimore Raven kicker Justin
Tucker. Tucker continues to be the
best kicker in the NFL making 35of-37 feld goals with a hit rate of
94.6 percent (a league high). Last
year, Tucker made the longest feld
goal kick (66 yards) in the history
of the NFL versus the Detroit
Lions. Tucker totaled 161 fantasy
points last year and is projected
to record 8.4 in PPR. Tucker is an
elite kicker you want to have on
your team.
Happy drafing!
Stats for all players mentioned
courtesy of ESPN Sports, espn.com
Katrina Villarreal is a staff reporter and may be reached
at kvillarreal1@miners.utep.edu

RADIO:

DATE:

TIME:

AT:

OPPONENT:

LOCATION:

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 (SATURDAY)

7:00 PM MT

HOME

EL PASO, TX / SUN BOWL

95.5 KLAQ

SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 (SATURDAY)

6:00 PM MT

AWAY

NM STATE
NEW MEXICO

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M

95.5 KLAQ

4:00 PM MT

AWAY

CHARLOTTE

CHARLOTTE, NC

5:00 PM MT

AWAY

LA TECH

RUSTON, LA

600 ESPN EL PASO

2:00 PM MT

HOME

FLORIDA ATLANTIC

EL PASO, TX / SUN BOWL

600 ESPN EL PASO

MIDDLE TENNESSEE

EL PASO, TX / SUN BOWL

RICE

HOUSTON, TX

600 ESPN EL PASO

FIU

EL PASO, TX / SUN BOWL

600 ESPN EL PASO

SEPTEMBER 23, 2022 (FRIDAY)
OCTOBER 1, 2022 (SATURDAY)
OCTOBER 8, 2022 (SATURDAY)
OCTOBER 22, 2022 (SATURDAY)

7:00 PM MT

OCTOBER 29, 2022 (SATURDAY)

7:00 PM MT

NOVEMBER 3, 2022 (THURSDAY)

5:00 PM MT

NOVEMBER 19, 2022 (SATURDAY)

2:00 PM MT

NOVEMBER 26, 2022 (SATURDAY)

1:30 PM MT

HOME

HOME
AWAY

HOME
AWAY

BOISE STATE

UTSA

EL PASO, TX / SUN BOWL

SAN ANTONIO, TX

95.5 KLAQ

600 ESPN EL PASO

600 ESPN EL PASO

600 ESPN EL PASO
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UTEP volleyball hosts ‘Borderland Invitational’
BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

UTEP volleyball (2-4, 0-0
Conference USA) fnishes 0-3
this weekend at the Borderland
Invitational. Te Miners fall to the
University of New Mexico (3-1, 0-0
Mountain West conference) in a
fve-set match, Portland State University (1-3, 0-0 Big Sky Conference) and the University of South
Dakota (5-1, 0-0 Missouri Valley
Conference).
Te Miners lost 2-3 to the Lobos
Tursday, Sept. 1 in a fve-set
match: 25-23, 25-17, 18-25, 10-25
and 18-20. UTEP took the frst
two sets in the match, but the Lobos were not going down without a
fght, claiming the next three sets in
the match. Te Miners had 14 total
blocks against the Lobos.
Te Miners had two players hit
double-digit kills, freshman outside
hitter Torrance Lovesee (11) and
junior rightside hitter Marian Ovalle (12). Two UTEP setters reached
double-digits in assists, freshman
setter Mattie Gantt recorded 20,
while junior setter Hande Yetis had
19. Senior defensive specialist/libero Hula Crisostomo recorded 13
digs and freshman outside/rightside hitter Sara Pustahija had seven
service aces against the Lobos.
“We had some timely young decisions to play it sof and not go big
and fnish the match,” said head
coach, Ben Wallis, in a press release.

Defensive specialist Hula Crisostomo bumps the ball during a
match against South Dakota Sept.
3 at Memorial Gym. Photo credit:
Joel Molina/The Prospector

Outside hitter Serena Patterson jumps to hit the ball during a game
against South Dakota. Photo credit: Joel Molina/The Prospector

“UNM is a very solid team, and we
knew they were. ”
Te Miners fell short against Portland State University 2-3 Friday,
Sept. 2, in another fve-set match;
22-25, 19-25, 25-21, 25-22, 11-15.
It was a “block party” for the Miners as they were able to out block
Portland State 15 to 11, along with
recording nine service aces.
Tree Miners set career-highs
for UTEP against Portland State,
Gantt set a new career-high in

assists (21), Lovesee reached three
solo blocks and three block assists,
and senior middle blocker Vittoria
Price recorded 23 attacks and nine
blocks. Two Miners reached double-digits in kills, graduate student
outside hitter, Serena Patterson,
had 12 and Price fnished with 11.
It was a big night for Crisostomo
who recorded 24 digs and Yetis
who had 23 assists.
“I’m really proud of the fght that
we showed,” Wallis said in a press

release. “It was a good competitive
match against a really good team
who I think will win the Big Sky
this year. I really do. Tey’re very
veteran and they pressured us.
Tey just came at us, and we didn’t
respond very well. We struggled to
score, but I got more of our players
in there that helped us grind back
in the third and fourth.”
Lastly, UTEP fell to the University of South Dakota 2-3 Saturday,
Sept. 3 in another fve-set match:
20-25, 25-21, 25-21, 19-25, 15-17.
Te Miners recorded 63-55 kills
and 17-8 aces, but South Dakota
outhit (.279-.215) and out blocked

the Miners (12.0-8.0).
Gantt and Price both recorded
career-highs against South Dakota.
Gantt had a career-high in assists
(27) and Price achieved a careerhigh in attacks (24).
Te Miners had four players
record double-digits in kills, Patterson (14), Price (10), Pustahija
(11) and sophomore outside hitter
Ema Uskokovic (11). Gantt and
Yetis had a combined 48 assists and
Crisostomo recorded a team-high
in digs with 17, along with Patterson recording 11 for a doubledouble.
“I wasn’t disappointed at all in
our efort to win, our desire to
compete, or our ability to play with
and beat great teams,” Wallis said in
a press release. “What I’m disappointed in is our ability to fnd
someone on this roster that will
decide to close out matches and do
the right things out of system when
we need to against the best teams
that we’ll play this year. Tat person
is here on our roster, I just need one
or two of our talented players that
score points to make that leap and
take the next step in our season.”
UTEP will travel to Tulsa, Oklahoma for the Oral Roberts Tournament Sept. 9-10. Te Miners are set
to take on Tulsa at noon Friday.
All stats for UTEP courtesy of
UTEP Athletics, utepminers.com
Katrina Villarreal is a staff reporter and may be reached
at kvillarreal1@miners.utep.edu
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UTEP football unsuccessful against No. 9 Oklahoma
BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

Te Miners (0-2, 0-1 Conference
USA) were defeated by No. 9 University of Oklahoma Sooners (1-0,
0-0 Big 12 Conference) Saturday,
Sept. 3 in Norman, Oklahoma with
a score of 13-45.
UTEP won the toss but elected to
defer in order to receive the kickof
in the second half. Te Oklahoma
ofense went straight into it when
junior quarterback Dillon Gabriel
threw a pass to junior wide receiver
Marvin Mims for 42 yards. With
13:43 lef in the frst quarter, Gabriel rammed through the Miners
defense for a touchdown, making
the score 0-7.
Te Miners ofense got on the
feld and junior quarterback Gavin

Hardison had a few incomplete
passes but was able to get a frst
down afer a penalty against
Oklahoma for roughing the passer.
Afer the call, UTEP was unable
to convert with the Oklahoma
defense forcing UTEP to punt. Te
Oklahoma ofense was unstoppable
as they were able to score two more
touchdowns against the Miners
defense, putting Oklahoma on top
0-21.
With the frst quarter coming
close to an end, the Miners kept
fghting. UTEP was slowed down
afer a call for a false start but came
back afer Hardison threw backto-back passes for a frst down to
senior running back/wide receiver
Reynaldo Flores and sophomore
wide receiver Tyrin Smith. Due to

a quarterback sack and a fumble in
the pocket the frst down marker
looked out of reach, but afer a
pass interference call on Oklahoma
sophomore linebacker Danny Stutsman, the Miners were able to move
the ball down the feld for a 49-yard
feld goal by senior kicker Gavin
Baechele. In the start of the second
quarter the score was 3-21.
During the second quarter the
Miners defense was resilient forcing
the Oklahoma ofense to two three
and outs. Te Miners were able
to score when Hardison gave the
ball to senior running back Ronald
Awatt for a two-yard touchdown
making the score10-21.
Te defense for the Miners was
able to force Oklahoma to another
three and out, but on the Sooners

next drive, Gabriel threw a 28-yard
pass to ffh year tight end Brayden
Willis for a touchdown. Te Miners were able to get the ball again
just before halfime but were unable
to score, going into halfime with a
score of 10-28.
Hardison completed a careerhigh of 26 pass completions and
threw 244 yards. Ten UTEP
players caught passes from Hardison, making it the most in a game
under head coach Dana Dimel.
On defense, senior defensive back
Justin Prince led the Miners with
ten tackles.
Nearing the end of the third
quarter, the ofense was able to get
into feld goal range for Baechle to
make a career-high 54-yard feld
goal early in the fourth quarter with

Your Neighborhood All-Service Shop
15% for all UTEP Students, Staff and Faculty
with your Miner Gold Card
All services offered.
We work on all foreign and domestic vehicles.

2920 N. Mesa • (915) 544-6333

14:01 lef.
On the next possession, junior
quarterback Calvin Brownholtz
came in to fnish the game going
three and out in his frst possession. Te Miners came back on the
feld for one last possession, but
with 0:33 seconds lef in the fourth
Brownholtz threw an interception
in the endzone.
Te Miners are set to host New
Mexico State University on “Noche
Latina” night when the Battle of
I-10 returns to El Paso for the frst
time in four years at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 10 at the Sun Bowl.
All stats for UTEP courtesy of
UTEP Athletics, utepminers.com
Katrina Villarreal is a staff reporter and may be reached
at kvillarreal1@miners.utep.edu

